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WATERING A NEWLY SEEDED LAWN 

Newly seeded lawns need spec ia l  care. Immediate ly fol lowing seeding,  i t  is  impor tant  that  you keep 
the seed bed evenly moist  unt i l  most of  the seed has germinated (approx imately 10-21 days 
depending on the type of  seed) .  Over-water ing wi l l  cause soi l  eros ion and may drown the seedl ings,  
whereas drying out  between water ing may cause the seedl ings to d ie. The f irs t  couple of  weeks 
af ter  seeding, unt i l  germinat ion occurs,  water 2-3 t imes per  day on short  run t imes.  Once the new 
grass is  up,  the water ing may be reduced.  Cont inue water ing every day af ter  germinat ion occurs , 
but only once as opposed to 2-3 t imes per  day.  W hen al l  the grass is  ta l l  enough to mow (3") ,  
water ing can be backed of f  to  2-3 t imes per week for  per iods of  15-20 minutes. 

Your  new lawn can be mowed between three and four  weeks af ter  the seeding has taken p lace.  Be 
sure to le t  your lawn dry out  for  at least  half  a day before you mow in order  to f ight compact ion,  
rut t ing,  or  laying the grass b lades over against the soi l .  Mow in a lternate d irec t ions without  
catching c l ippings for  the f irs t  several mows.   Af ter  th is  per iod, you may begin to catch your 
c l ipp ings i f  you choose to do so. Always mow according to the one-th ird ru le.  This  ru le implies that 
i t  is  a lways best  to mow when you are cut t ing of f  no more than one-th ird of  the ent ire grass b lade.  

Af ter  the grass has been establ ished for  a couple of  months, a more aggress ive fer t i l izer  with a 
h igher n itrogen content should be used to feed the lawn.  Sometimes, seedl ings wi l l  s tar t  to turn 
yel low,  which is  a lso a s ign that fer t i l izer  is  needed. Once you have appl ied fer t i l izer  af ter  the two 
month mark , cont inue to fer t i l ize once every 6 weeks or  so thereaf ter ,  us ing a n itrogen heavy 
fer t i l izer  at the recommended rate.  I t  is  best  to fer t i l ize in  two direct ions at  1/2 the recommended 
rate in order to assure proper  coverage and over lap.  I f  you need help wi th your  lawn care program, 
p lease contact  us  for  more informat ion.  W e of fer  appl icat ion serv ices that best f i t  your  lawn. 

W hen look ing at your newly seeded lawn,  don' t  be a larmed i f  weeds appear.  This is  a normal 
occurrence as weed seeds a lready ex is ted in your soi l  before seeding.  They b low in f rom 
neighbor ing lawns and f ields  and later germinate.  I t  is  impor tant to  note that most  weed control  
chemicals cannot  be sprayed for  up to 60 days af ter  seed germinat ion. In  order  to contro l  weeds 
dur ing th is  per iod, mow them before they have a chance to f lower and catch al l  the c l ipp ings, which 
goes agains t what  was said ear l ier ,  but this  is  so le ly for  contro l  of  the weeds. I f  weeds cont inue to 
pers is t  past  the 60 days or  however  long you need to wai t  to  apply herbic ide 
(should show on the herbic ide label) ,  go ahead and treat wi th an approved herbic ide according to 
the d irect ions on the label.  I f  you do not wish to take th is  on by yourself ,  you can a lways contact us 
to perform any form of  weed contro l .  

Once establ ished, a new lawn wi l l  perform bet ter  when watered heavi ly each t ime wi th more t ime in 
between each water ing rather than being watered l ight ly each t ime with less  t ime in between each 
water ing.  This  promotes deeper root  growth and a health ier  stand of  grass. Dur ing dry spel ls ,  even 
in the winter,  i t  is  important  to water once or twice a week for  20-30 minutes dur ing the f irs t  year of  
establ ishment.  Af ter  the f irs t  year ,  the grass becomes more hardy and self -support ive. 

 


